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LISTENING
Have You Got the Blarney?:
Track 2
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You will hear about an island known for its Irish culture.
The recording is divided into three parts. Answer the questions.

Partl

Which of these is NOT something
said in the recording?

A

Montserrat is a British territory
in the Caribbean.

There are many Irish expats on
the island of Montserrat.

St Patrick’s Day is a national
holiday in only two countries in
the world.

There was Irish culture on
Montserrat before the formation
of the United Kingdom.

Partll

Which of these is NOT something
said in the recording?

A
B
C

Britain used to be a republic.
The king of Ireland was Catholic.

Cromwell's army killed many
thousands of Irish people.

Cromwell's invasion of Ireland
was, at least partly, motivated
by religion.

Partlll
Which of these is NOT something
said in the recording?

A

The Irish in the Caribbean were
slaves.

Most of the people on
Montserrat were Irish in 1678.

The Irish sent to Montserrat by
Cromwell worked together with
African slaves.

The “Black Irish” of Montserrat
are descended from Irish
deportees and African slaves.
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Which of the statements 1-10 are true (T) and which are
false (F)?

1

St Patrick was from Rome.

TOFO

There are no native Irish snakes.

TOFO

Wearing shamrocks is connected to how St Patrick
explained a Christian belief.

TOFO

Irish fairies look like winged women.

TOFO

Some Irish fairies are said to steal human children.
TOFO

The Irish sometimes called fairies “little people”
because they are cute.

TOFO

Some Irish people still believed in fairies in

the 20" century.

TOFO

It's good luck to kiss in Blarney Castle.
TOFO

St Patrick is believed to have been born on

March 17*.

TO FO

The biggest St Patrick’s Day parade takes place in
Dublin.

TOFO
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Do the quiz with a partner, then check your answers against the “Fact File” in the magazine.

1 The Republic of Ireland (in Irish: Eire) s divided into two regions, Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland.
True[] False[]

~N

The population of the Republic of Ireland is around 5 million [] 8 million []12 million [J.

w

The Republic occupies around 70% []80% [] 90% [] of the island of Ireland, while the other part is in the UK.

Around 1in 4[]8 []12[] people in Ireland live in the capital city, Dublin.

(LIS

The European country closest in size to the Republic of Ireland is Belgium (30,000 km?) [] Slovakia (50,000 km?) []
Lithuania (65,000 km?) [] .

@

Ireland uses the Pound Sterling O Euro O Irish pound O

7 The top three languages in Ireland are (choose 3, number them 1 to 3) Arabic [] English [] French [] German []
Irish (Gaelic) (] Polish [ ] Russian [] Turkish []
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HANDOUT C: Cork City

1. Find a word meaning...

1 Relaxed.

2 A place where boats and ships can tie up next to land.

3 Anarea of calm, protected water deep enough for ships.
4 Along journey, especially by sea.

5 Small and comfortable.

6 A small piece of something to try.

7 A person who plays music in the street for money.

8 Internal mechanisms.

9 An emotional state.

10 Amazing to look at.
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II. Write questions for each of these answers, using the question word given and the correct form of the verb in
brackets. The questions must be (a) grammatically correct, and (b) answerable by reading the text. There may be
more than one correct way to word each question.

1 How (to live)
400,000.

2 Which (to stop)
The Titanic.

3 What (to found)
The world’s oldest yacht [jot] club.

4 Where (to find)
The covered 1788 English Market.

5 How (to attend)
Tens of thousands.

6 What (to be)
It is very musical. / It sounds almost like singing.

7 Where (to stay and to study)
With host families.

8 How (to climb)

127
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HANDOUT D: Clare Island

d a word meaning...

Often affected by bad weather.
Boat regularly transporting people along a specific short route.
A place where boats and ships can tie up next to land.

1
2
3
4 Anatural vertical rock face.

5 An area of calm, protected water deep enough for ships.
6 Lots, more than enough.

7 People using the roads etc., especially in cars.

8 A tall building.

9 A place where monks or nuns live under the rule of an abbot or abbess.

10 Amazing to look at.

Write questions for each of these answers, using the question word given and the correct form of the verb in

brackets. The questions must be (a) grammatically correct, and (b) answerable by reading the text. There may be
more than one correct way to word each question.

1 How (to be)
8km long and 3km wide.

2 Where (to catch)
Roonagh Quay [ki:] on the Irish mainland.

3 How (to take)
About 25 minutes.

4 Why (to be)
You might see dolphins.

5 Why (to swim)
Because they are rocky with huge waves.

6 What (to get around)
Hire a bike.

7 Who (to live)
A famous pirate queen.

8 Why (to run out of)

Because all supplies must come by ferry.
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Irish Confusion

Listen to a man talking about some Irish traditions. He

is very confused, though, and makes mistakes. Which
mistakes can you spot when he talks about the following
topics? Can you correct them?

Blarney:

Fairies:

St Patrick:

St Patrick’s Day:





