The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is an island country lying to the northwest of Continental Europe. It includes the island of Great Britain and northeast part of the island of Ireland where it borders the Republic of Ireland.

The United Kingdom is bounded by the Atlantic Ocean. Its local components are the North Sea, English Channel, Celtic Sea, the Strait of St. George and the Irish Sea. GB is connected with continental Europe by eurotunnel.
It is a parliamentary monarchy composed of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The current head of state is Queen Elizabeth II.

History

English UK and Scottish kingdom existed as two separate independent states with their own monarchs and political organizing since the ninth century.

In 1927 the name changed to the name of the current state, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Britain was an important centre of the Enlightenment with great philosophical and scientific potential and significant literary and theatrical tradition.
Wealth of the British Empire was determined by colonization, which included the slave trade and industrialization that occurred after 1750. This greatly helped the world's largest commercial fleet. At the beginning of the 19th century, however, slavery was abolished and the United Kingdom became the first country in the world that banned this trade.

After the industrial revolution and the defeat of Napoleon in the Napoleonic wars, the British Empire has become a major world power. It was the largest "state" land total in history.

Together with other Commonwealth countries in World War II it stood on the side of the Allies and defeated Nazi Germany. Yet war damaged Britain financially and physically.
Government

GB is a parliamentary monarchy, which has been governing by the queen Elisabeth II. She has been reigning since 1953 to nowadays. The current Prime Minister is David Cameron, who representatives Conservative Party. He holds his office since 2010.
Geography
There are two main islands, Great Britain and Ireland, but there are a number of smaller islands, too. Here is a variable, but mild climate. It is influenced by the Atlantic Ocean. The western coast is characterized by high rainfall, the eastern coast is drier.

Its greatest mountain is Ben Nevis. Rivers are for example Clyde, the Thames, All area is hilly with forests and lakes, England is mostly flattish.
Population

The largest group consists of Englishmen. Other include the Welsh, Scots, Irish and Jews and people from different parts of the former British Empire - India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Africa and the Caribbean. About 92% of the population lives in cities.
The United Kingdom has a rich literary and artistic heritage. For centuries the country has spawned a number of poets, playwrights, novelists, painters, architects and musicians. The English language has spread around the world from North America to Australia. English is spoken throughout the British Isles, but with many different regional accents. Other spoken languages ​​include Welsh, Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelic.

Sport

Great Britain is the cradle of football, the league is played from August to May. The most famous clubs are Chelsea FC, Manchester United, Liverpool, Arsenal FC, Glasgow Rangers, Celtic and national team is one of the world leaders. The second most popular sport is rugby. The most important rugby league matches are played at Twickenham stadium in London, the Millennium in Cardiff and Murrayfield in Edinburgh from March to October.

Golf comes from Scotland. In Scotland, the Scottish Open golf is played throughout the country in many major tournaments by local professionals and amateurs. Cricket has been played since 18th century. Cricket is the largest arena in the Lord's in London. The most popular tennis tournament is Wimbledon. 
In the UK there are many baseball tournaments and in other sports. 
Next popular sports are aerobics, yoga, martial arts, too. In parks there are cycling and jogging paths. 
Romantic country East of England is one of the favourite areas for cycling. Popular are sailing, riding tours, mountain hiking, mountaineering, rafting, hang-gliding and ballooning, too. People also go fishing.
Traditions (festivals)
The most popular are Christmas Day, New Year´s day, Halloween, St. Patrick´s Day, Easter Monday and next festivals.
Halloween is a night of traditional games and merriment.

Food

For breakfast they have Eggs, bacon, sausages, fried bread, mushrooms, baked beans. Next favorite meals are fish and chips, apple pie, pudding
· Christmas pudding - Christmas pudding is mostly made ​​of nuts, raisins, rum, eggs, bread crumbs, sugar, lemons and plums. It is served with a cognac or a punch. Pouring over pudding with vanilla sauce (English Custard) in the Czech Republic is called pudding. Pudding is made long before Christmas and it is very durable. 

· Thanksgiving meals

· Christmas

· Easter

· Cottage pie – it´s made of minced meat, mashed potatoes and gravy
London
· London  is the capital city of England and the United Kingdom 
London is a leading global city with strengths in the arts, commerce, education, entertainment, fashion, finance, healthcare, media, professional services, research and development, tourism and transport all contributing to its prominence

· London was founded on the north bank of the Thames 
· London has a temperate climate. Summer temperature occasionally exceed 33 ° C 
Parts of the city:
· West End 
·  is regarded as the most popular shopping and entertainment district of London 
·  It can be found here Trafalgar Square and
Oxford Street 
· East London  
· center of metropolitan industrial area 
· Dockland 
·  the urban part of the Island Dogs 
· West London  
· includes the elegant and expensive residential area of ​​Notting Hill, Kensington and Chelsea 
Transport in London
- urban transport in London is one of the largest on the World.
· Rail Transport 
· London underground is the oldest on the Word
· Underground is used by 3 000 000 people every day 
· Air Transport 
· Around London is 6 airport
· the biggest airport is a Heathrow
· Road Transport 
· A lot of streets were build before invention of cars. There are often traffic jams today. 
· River Transport 
· we can travel around London on the river Thames
· Bus Transport and Taxi 
· typical red London double-deck buses today don´t go on regular routes. Last ride was on 9.12.2005 
· bus transport is used by about 1,5 billion people a year
· typical for transport in London there are black taxi too
· it is a special type of a car from brand MANGANESE BRONZE
· these cars can carry 6 people in the back and ahead they carry  luggage next to driver, some cars can carry wheelchair
· traditional colour is black. This name is BLACK CAB
Historical monuments:

· London Eye 
· Buckingham Palace 
· Buckingham Palace is the London residence of Queen Elizabeth II
· Tower Bridge 
Tower Bridge is a bascule bridge in London over the River Thames. The Tower of London is near it. It was a prison where many people were beheaded. You can see the crown jewels there.
· Big Ben 
· Big Ben is a name used for the clock tower that is a part of the building next to the Houses of Parliament. Thames Tower rises above the northeast side of the palace which is a seat of the parliament. 

· Trafalgar Square is a square in central London, which reminds the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 
· In the center of the square there is Nelson's Column, surrounded by fountains and four huge bronze lion statues 
· Since 1947, the English held Christmas ceremony in Trafalgar Square. 
Museums and galleries

· London is home to numerous museums, galleries, libraries, sporting events and other cultural institutions, including :
· the British Museum 
· National Gallery 
· British Library 
· Wimbledon 
Parks

· 11% of London are parks
· Hyde Park 
· it is one of the largest parks in London
· component park there are Kesingston gardens 
· Greenwich Park 
· it is one of the oldest parks in London ( in 1433)
· there is National Maritime Museum and in centre there is Royal Greenwich observatory -> there is a Prime Meridian
Red telephone box
· it is a typical sign for English people
· it was designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott
Shopping

· Oxford Street 
· is one of the world's most famous street for shopping fashion designer clothes

Famous people

Daniel Jacob Radcliffe:

· he is an actor

· he was born in London, on 23.7.1989

· his most famous role is Harry Potter

· he played in a lot of movie

 

Coldplay:

· band from London, they play alternative rock

· they have 4 members :    

· Chris Martin

· Jon Buckland

· Guy Berryman

· Will Champion

· they met in London University

· the band was formed in 1996

Queen Elizabeth II. :

· she was born in London in 21.4.1926

· she is dominates for six states

· she is queen from 1952

· she was married in 1947, 

· her husband is prince Phillipe

· she has 4 children ->  Charles, Anna, Andrew, Eduard

