Příbram
This town has 40,000 inhabitants.
It is the administrative centre of one of the largest districts in the Czech Republic and a famous royal mining town. It is situated in the centre of Bohemia, 60 km south-west from Prague. 
History
- legend of the mythical prophecy of princess Libuše about a birch (březový)-forested hill full of silver
- ore (ruda) mining existed here in the 10th century
- in the 13th century the bishop of Prague bought a holding called Příbram

- in 1948 a new branch of mining began with the discovery of a rich deposit of uranium

Svatá Hora (Holy Hill/Mountain)
-first written history about Svatá Hora is in Latin book from the 17th century written by Bohuslav Balbín, there was a picture of a small chapel there which was rebuilt
- it´s  the most beautiful architectural monument of Příbram
- the present shape dates from the beginning of the 18th century
- you can see a balustrade with statues of saints, four staircases, stucco decoration of the ceiling
- roofed steps links Příbram with Svatá Hora
-on 22 June 1732 the Svatá Hora statuette of the Virgin was coronated 
- this event has been commemorated every year
Little Castle – Ernestinum
- it was built by Arnošt (Ernest) of Pardubice, the archbishop of Prague

- between 1849 and 1945  it served as a mining academy and later a College of Mine
- there is a ceremonial hall and gallery now – you can see the photographs of a famous Czech photographer František Drtikol, there is an exhibition of nativity scenes every year before Christmas
St. James Church
- is situated in T. G. Masaryk Square
- it was built in the middle of the 13th century
St. Vojtěch Church in Březové Hory
Mining Museum
- it consists of a few parts
- Anna Mine – the steam mining machine
- Mining Cottage – a unique building of original mining folk architecture

- Prokop´s Tunnel - the greatest attraction because the visitors can view it by a mine car (train) which takes them to the deepest mine of this area – the Prokop´s pit (1600m)

Vysoká u Příbrami (A Little Castle)
- Museum of Antonín Dvořák (Antonín Dvořák was a famous Czech composer)
- the Neo-Renaissance stately (okázalá) residence , with its park, the nearby Rusalka´s Lake, the Villa Rusalka, and the scenic surrounding countryside, all served as sources (zdroje)of inspiration for the composer Antonín Dvořák (1841 - 1904), during more than two decades (dvě desetiletí) in his creative life

- it was built in 1878 by Dvořák´s brother-in-law, Count Václav Kounic and serves as a museum open to the general public all year round

- it documents the life and times of the original owners (původní majitelé), the Kounics; plus, in its more extensive section, informs about the life and work of Antonín Dvořák, and his visits to Vysoká

- it includes a music lounge and a library
Culture and sport
- you can go to the Theatre of Ant. Dvořák
- cinema is in the same building
- swimming pool – toboggans, whirpool, sauna
- downhill „Padák“
- Oxygen Club
- 1st FK football club
- the library of Jan Drda (a famous Czech writer born in Příbram, Silent Barricade – a part of this book is a short story High Principle. It is a famous film, too. It was written according to a true story about a student of grammar school in Příbram who was killed by The Nazis during the World War II)

Public transport
- you can get to Příbram by train or by bus to the main bus or train stations which are near each other – the bus station has been rebuilt now
- there are bus lines in Příbram

Shopping centers – favourite shops
Other questions to the topic:

1. What is the nightlife in your town?
2. What problems is the town facing nowadays?

3. Where do you live? / Where is our school? Describe the area.

4. Which places in Příbram do you particularly like? Why?

5. Which places or areas don’t you like?

6. Where would you take a foreign friend,

7. Would you like to live somewhere else?

8. Compare living in your town and in Prague.
